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Booze and Compulsory 


Military 


Training 


By Rev. Sam Morris, D.D. 
The Voice of Temperance, Box 2478, San Antonio, Texas 


(Message given at Evansville Rescue Mission, Evansville, 
Indiana, Sunday afternoon, March 3, 1946. Mechanically 
recorded for THe Sworp OF THE LORD). 


I am speaking to you on “Booze and Compulsory Military 
Training.” Before I bring you the factual matter concerning 
the subject, I want to give you some Scripture as a basis of 
what I have to say. Sometimes people say to me, “I think a 
preacher ought to preach the Bible and stay off the liquor 


question.” 
the liquor question. 

The children of Israel drank no 
wine or strong drink for forty 
years during the wilderness wan- 
derings. 

God commended the Rechabites 
at the fall of Jerusalem because 
they had kept the traditions of 
their father, Jonadab, and drank 
no wine or strong drink. 

God commanded the priest to 
drink no wine or strong drink in 
his service at the tabernacle and 
temple. 

God commanded the Nazarite to 
drink no wine or strong drink. 

God commanded the mother of 
Samson to drink no wine or strong 
drink. 

Samson himself, the strong man 


of the Bible, being a Nazarite,| ery, 


drank no wine or strong drink. 


Samuel, the great judge 


drink. 


Daniel, the great prophet of the 


of | ance, 


Israel. drank no wine or strong | Seditions, heresies, etc., and said | 
'er generations 


A man cannot preach all the Bible and stay off 


Bible, was a total abstainer. He 
purposed in his heart that he 
would not defile himself with the 
kings’ meat nor with the wine 
which he drank. 


John the Baptist, the forerunner 
of Jesus, was a total abstainer and 
drank no wine or strong drink. 


Paul, the great apostle, wore the 
Nazarite vow, at least on one oc- 
casion, and under that vow drank 
no wine or strong drink. He wrote 
to the church at Rome and said, 
“It is good neither to eat flesh, nor 
drink wine, nor any thing where- 
by thy brother stumbleth, or is 
offended, or is made weak.” He 


classified drunkenness with adult- | 


fornication, 


lasciviousness, | 


Lhe blood of Jesus Christ 


By Evangelist Hyman J. Appelman, D.D. 


(Sermon preached at Conference on Evangelism, Winona 
Mechanically recorded for The Sword of the Lord.) 


“That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you,; 
that ye also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fel-|% = 7 = 
lowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ. | ara 


And these things write we unto you, that your joy may be full. |% 


This then is the message which we have heard of him, and de- 
clare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness 


at all. 


If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk 


in darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: But if we walk in the 
light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with an- 
other, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from 


all sin.”—I John 1:3-7. 


Basically this is the message, | 
“The blood of Jesus Christ his)| 


Son cleanseth us from all sin.” 


Everybody who has ever studied 
teaching, anybody who has ever 
taught, knows that the very fun- 
damental law of teaching is repe- 
tition. It does not make any dif- 
ference whether you teach in the 
kindergarten, in a university, or 
in a technical postgraduate school; 
whether you teach children who 
do not know how to read or write, 
or people who have grown up (as 
did some of my folks in Russia) 
without the opportunity for an 
education, or men of the brilliancy 


The greatest Teacher this world 
has ever seen is the Holy Spirit. 
There has never been anybody 
like Him. There never will be any- 
bod¥Y like Him. I will guarantee 
that He knows the laws of peda- 
gogy better than anybody else. In 
the pages of the Bible He repeats 
Himself over and over and over 
again, line upon line, precept upon 
precept, illustration upon illustra- 
tion, type and anti-type in warn- 
ing, declaration, and revelation. 
He repeats Himself in the Old 
Testament and in the New Testa- 
ment. The whole message, the 
whole point, the gist, the essence 
of the entire matter is based on 


of Einstein; the very basic, the|™ ' , 

fundamental law of all teaching) this one point: The blood of Jesus 

is repetition. There has never | “ris his Son cleanseth us from 
all sin. 


: ; aay , , 
idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, vari-| been any improvement on it and 


emulation, wrath, 


that those who do such things shall 
(Continued on page 2) 


Sam Morris Presents 30,000 
Letters to Congress 


in service, 
from the temptation of liquor. 


the particularly minors, 


strife, | there never will be. 


We used to have a great teach- 
ago among my 
the Jews. His name was 
One of his scholars 


people, 
Maimonides. 
asked him, 
“How many times shall 
peat a lesson? Four times?” 
The teacher said, “Forty times; 
four hundred times, if necessary; 
until the pupils that you are teach- 
ing get what you are trying to 
tell them.” 


FROM ELECTRIC 
CHAIR TO HEAVEN! 


By the Editor 


A few months ago the Sword 
of the Lord office received a deci- 
sion slip, properly filled out and 
Signed, torn from page twenty- 
three of my booklet, “What Must 
I Do to Be Saved?” If was from 
Jack D. West, in Erie Prison, Erie, 
Pennsylvania. After reading the 
booklet, he had signed the follow- 
ing decision: “Realizing that I am 
a sinner and believing that Christ 
died for my sins, I here and now 
trust Him to be my personal Sav- 
iour, depending on Him to forgive 
all my sins, change my heart, and 
give me everlasting life as He 
promised to do. I am glad to con- 
fess Him as my Saviour and glad- 
ly mail this to let you know.” We 
sent him a letter of counsel and 
encouragement, and a correspond- 
ence ensued. I wrote Jack and so 
did Miss Viola Walden, my secre- 
tary. 

Jack had been given the death 
penalty for a serious crime, but 
he showed evidences of a genu- 
ine conversion. He became con- 
cerned about the salvation of his 
family and of friends. He longed 
to know how to win souls. Miss 
Viola sent him my paperbound 
book, The Soul-Winner’s Fire, of 
127 pages. This pleased him very 
much and he promised to send the 

(Continued on page 7) ° 


I re- 


Let us therefore think through 
this message carefully, prayerful- 
ly. First of all, I want us to con- 


sider the promise of the blood. | 


Then may we consider the pro- 


Lake, Indiana. Julw 19. 1945. 


Sy Ahtyp 


Dr. Hyman J. Appelman 
vision of the blood. May we con- 


sider last of all the power of the 
blood. 


L The Promise of the Blood 


The Old Testament is divided 
into three parts, according to the 
Jew as weld as the Christian. First, 
there is the law; second, there is 
the prophets; third, we have the 


(Continued on page 3) 
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TONGUES-- FANATICAL 
OR SPIRITUAL? 


God’s Inspired Regulations to Control 
Speaking in Tongues 


By Evangelist John R. Rice, Editor 


This wonderful Bible, God’s 
Word, has all the instructions we 
need for the church and the work 
of the Lord. In II Timothy 3:16 
and 17 we are told, “All scripture 
is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruc- 
tion in righetousness: That the 
man of God may be perfect, 
throughly furnished unto all good 
works.” So we should expect the 
Bible to give just the proper safe- 
guards on this tongues business. 
And that is just exactly what it 
does. If the man of God knows the 
Bible he is “throughly furnished 
unto all good works.” See how 
completely the Bible safeguards a 
church from the tongues heresy, 
if the church simply follows plain 
instructions given by the Holy 
Spirit, through Paul. In I Corin- 
thians chapter 12-14 here are God’s 
rules: 


Rule 1. NEVER MAGNIFY THE 
IMPORTANCE OF SPEAKING 
IN TONGUES. “Covet earnestly 
the BEST gifts,” not tongues (I 
Cor. 12-31). “Desire spiritual gifts, 
but rather that. ye may prophesy” 
instead of tongues (I Cor. 14:1). 
“Covet to prophesy” instead of 
coveting tongues (I Cor. 14-39). 


Rule 2. NEVER HAVE MORE 
THAN TWO, OR AT MOST 


THREE, TO SPEAK IN FOR- 
EIGN LANGUAGES (“Tongues”) 
IN ANY CHURCH SERVICE. “If 
any man speak in an unknown 
tongue, let it be by two, or at the 
most by three” (I Cor. 14-27). 
This rule is very plainly stated in 
the Bible and there is no excuse 
for breaking it. 


Rule 3. NEVER ALLOW MORE 
THAN ONE TO SPEAK AT A 
TIME, “If any man speak in an 
unknown tongue, let it be... by 
course,” that is, one by one (I 
Cor. 14:27). 


Rule 4. NEVER IN ANY CASE 
ALLOW ANYBODY TO SPEAK 
IN A LANGUAGE UNKNOWN 
TO THOSE PRESENT EXCEPT 
SOME ONE PRESENT INTER- 
PRETS WHAT IS SAID. “And 
let one interpret. But if there be 
no interpreter, let him keep silence 
in the church; and let him speak 
to himself, and to God” (I Cor. 
14:27, 28). 

Rule 5. HAVE WOMEN KEEP 
SILENCE IN THE CHURCHES 
ALTOGETHER IN SUCH MAT: 
TERS. “Let your women keep si- 
lence in the churches: for it is not 
permitted unto them to speak; but 
they are commanded to be under 
obedience, as also saith the law. 


(Continued on page 7) 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
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Booze and 
Milifacy 


(Continued from page 1) 
not inherit the kingdom of God. 
Simon Peter wrote in his epistle, 
“Abstain from fleshly lusts, which 
war against the soul.” 

My friends, there is only one 
ideal for a man who wants to live 
according to the Bible teachings, 
and that is to let booze alone! If 
you belong to somebody’s church 
and are supposed to be a Chris- 
tian and yet keep wine or booze of 
any kind in your home, I pray that 
God will give you a conviction and 
that you will go home and put the 
dirty, damnable stuff out of your 
home and out of your life and live 
as a Christian ought to live. If 
you are not going to live that way, 
then get out of the church and quit 
being a hypocrite! 

Not only does the Bible teach 
abstinence from strong drink, but 
the Bible also tells us of many 
tragic incidents that were connect- 
ed with strong drink. 

Noah’s feet were hardly dry be- 
fore he was drunk and lay naked 
in open shame before his family. 
Lot’s two single daughters made 
their father drunk, committed 
adultery with him and became the 
mothers of children through the 
agency of their own father im a 
drunken debauch. 

David used strong drink and 
made the husband of the woman 
with whom he had committed 
adultery drunk im the hopes of 
covering up his own dirty sin. 

Handsome young Absalom made 
his half brother drunk on wine 
before he killed him. 

Elah, king of Israel, was assas- 
sinated while he was drunk. 
Ahasuerus dethroned good Queen 
Vasti because she would not put 
on a striptease and floor show at 
his old drunken party. 

Belshazzar with a thousand of 
his lords and concubines drank 
wine and prayed to gods of gold 
and silver, and a hand wrote on 
the wall and said he was weighed 
in the balances and found want- 
ing. 

John the Baptist was beheaded 
at a wild, drunken birthday party 
of old king Herod. 

The church at Corinth had some 
drinking members. They came to 
observe the Lord’s Supper in a 
drunken condition and Paul had 
to write and rebuke them for their 
drunkenness as they sat around 
the Lord’s table. 

The church at Ephesus had its 
fellowship marred by drink. Paul 
wrote and said, “Be not drunk 
with wine, whérein is excess; but 
be filled with the Spirit.” 

My friends, these tragedies are 
recorded in the Word of God. The 
man who reads his Bible knows 
they are there and the preacher 
who preaches the Bible will have 
to preach on the drink question or 
jump over it. 

Not only that, but the Bible spe- 
eifically warns us against the use 
of strong drink. Listen to this: 
“Wine is a mocker, strong drink is 
raging: and whosoever [whether 
it is a Bourbon drinking Baptist 
in the White House or a dry-clean- 
ed Bourbon drinking Methodist or 
Presbyterian or Nazarine down 
here in Evansville] is deceived 
thereby is not wise.” 

Habakkuk declared, “Woe unto 
him that giveth his neighbor 
drink.” Joel declared, “They have 
cast lots for my people; and have 
given a boy for an harlot, and sold 
a girl for wine, that they might 
drink.” Isaiah declared, “Woe un- 
to them that are mighty to drink 
wine, and men of strength to min- 
gle strong drink: Which justify the 
wicked for reward, and take away 
the righteousness of the righteous 
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Compulsory 
Training 


from him!” He also declared, 
“Woe unto them that rise up early 
in the morning, that they may fol- 
low strong drink; that continue 
until night, till wine inffame 
them!” In Proverbs we read: 
“Who hath woe?” who hath sor- 
row? who hath contentions? who 
hath babbling? who hath wounds 
without cause? who hath redness 
of eyes?” The next verses answer 
by saying: “They that tarry long 
at the wine; they that go to seek 
mixed wine.” Then the same pass- 
age continues by saying, “Look 
not thou upon the wine when it is 
red, when it giveth his colour in 
the cup, when it moveth itself 
aright. At the last it biteth like a 
serpent, and stingeth like an ad- 
der. Thine eyes shall behold 
strange women, and thine heart 
shall utter perverse things.” 

It is im the Book, brother! I 
have just as little respect for a 
preacher who does not preach on 
strong drink as I have for a 
preacher who will skip over what 
the Bible has to say about faith, 
repentance, Hell, Heaven and all 
the other cardinal doctrines of the 
Bible. When a man preaches 
against strong drink he is preach- 
ing a Bible sermon just as much 
as he is when he preaches on John 
3:16: “For God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life.” 

I come to you this afternoon as 
God Almighty’s prophet in Amer- 
ica to discuss two of the great 
problems that face this nation: 
first, what we are going to do with 
the question of militarism in the 
world, and, second, what we are 
going to do about the liquor ques- 
tion here at home. One is an ex- 
ternal foe. The other is an in. 
ternal foe. 

We have just closed the greatest 
war in the history of the world, a 
war that drained off the cream of 
the manhood of America, a war 
that depleted our national re- 
sources by many years, and al- 
ready the war clouds are hanging 
as heavily around the world, as 
though we had never won a battle. 
Certain leaders of our nation have 
come out advocating that we have 
a law to enforce every eighteen- 
year-old boy in an army camp 
taking military training. Such a 
law is today a very likely possi- 
bility in this country. 

Last week I went before the 
House of Military Affairs Commit- 
tee in Washington and talked to 
them on this question. I asked 
my radio audience to write to me 
and to Chairman May of the House 
of Military Affairs Committee, 
and 30,000 people wrote in re- 
sponse to my request. I am not 
advocating compulsory military 
training. I am not opposing com- 
pulsory military training. I am 
saying that if they pass a law and 
make you and me turn our eight- 
een-year-old boys over to the 
army for a year, they ought -to 
write into that law when it is pass- 
ed in Washington that there will 
be no beer, wine, or whiskey in 
the army camps and they will put 
all booze out of fifty-mile zones 
around the army camps. 


As I told the House of Military 
Affairs Committee, this is not an 
unreasonable request. There is not 
a state in the Union, as far as I 
know, that legally allows a beer 
joint operator or honky-tonk op- 
erator or package store operator to 
sell liquor or beer to an eighteen- 
year-old boy in civilian clothes. A 
hundred years of experience with 
the dirty, damnable liquor traffic 
has taught the American people 
that it is wise to say that liquor 
cannot be sold to eighteen-year- 
old boys. If the state legislators 
have seen fit to throw that safe- 
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guard around thpse eighteen-year- 
old boys, and if the fathers and 
mothers with their boys at home 
under parental influence and with 
the stabilizing influence of home 
to protect them and strengthen 
then see fit to keep it from being 
sold to eighteen-year-old boys, 
then ladies. and gentlemen, the 
Army of the United States ought 
to think just as much about pro- 
tecting those boys as do the moth- 
ers and fathers back home. Un- 
fortunately that has not been the 
@ase. 


We are not dealing in theory. 
We have been through two wars: 
World War I and World War II. 
When we passed the conscript law 
in 1917 it was written into that 
conscript law that no man could 
sell any kind of wine, beer, or 
whiskey to a man in an American 
military uniform. It was enforced, 
and we sent our boys to Europe. 
They fought the battle and licked 
the breeches off old Kaiser Bill 
before breakfast. And when they 
came back home they did not wab- 
ble over our streets as a bunch of 
drunks and fill our prisons. We 
are not dealing in theory. We 
know how it operates. 

When World War II broke out 
and the conscript law was passed, 
Christian people across the nation 
by the multiplied millions pled 
with. leaders in Congress to adopt 
the same law in this war that was 
adopted in World War I. The lead- 
ers thumbed their noses at us and 
listened to the brewers and distill- 
ers. They put beer in the army 
camps and sold hard liquor around 
the army camps. A lot of times 
on the foreign battlefields your 
sons could not get ice cream, soda 
pop or chewing gum. But whether 
they were in India, Australia, 
China: whether they were on Sai- 
pan or out on Guam; whether they 
were in Egypt or Africa, they had 
beer stuck under their noses. The 
United States army took over two 
breweries in Algiers and operated 
them, took over two breweries in 
Italy and operated them, has taken 
over breweries in France, in Hol- 
land, in Belgium, and is today op- 
erating fifty-four breweries in 
Germany, turning out beer. While 
you and I dig down in our pockets 
and pay taxes to keep an occupa- 
tian force in Europe to try to keep 
the peace, some of the men in that 
force are running breweries and 
turning out beer instead. I do not 
know what you have to say about 
it, but here is one red-blooded, 
patriotic, tax-paying American 
citizen who will lift his voice to 
high heaven until Gabriel blows 
his horn against paying any taxes 
to run a brewery for anybody any- 
where on topside of God’s earth! 


Not only so, but great liberty 
ships that your tax money built to 
help win the war were used to float 
booze to the foreign battle areas 
around the world. Not only was 
beer shipped to our world battle- 
fronts by ship, but even bombers 
that you and I bought bonds to 
help build and gave taxes to Help 
build were arranged with beer 
barrels instead of bombs in ‘the 
bomb racks and were flown to the 
battlefields with barrels of beer. 


No, we do not have to guess. We 
are not dealing with a theory. We 
know what will happen if they 
continue their present policy. That 
is why Sam Morris has waged the 
battle that he has waged over the 
big radio stations this year, and 


which, praise God, he intends to 


A DEBATE IN 
THE METHODIST 
CHALLENGE 


Between Dr. Wm. P. King, for 
eight years Editor of The Chris- 
tian Advocate, Nashville, Ten- 
nessee, and Dr. R. P. Shuler, 
Editor of The Methodist Chal- 
lenge, on the question of “Pro- 
gressive Revelation.” The de- 
bate will extend through four 
issues of The Methodist Chal- 
lenge, beginning in April. Sub- 
scription is $1.00 per year in 
advance. Send subscriptions to: 


The Methodist Challenge 


1201 S. Flower St. 
Los Angeles 15, California 


Your subscription will begin with 
the April number. 


keep om weging until that law is 
adopted. 

Of course, there are some argu- 
ments that people use against put- 
ting beer out of the army camps 
and from around them. I have 
talked on the liquor question so 
much on the radio that I can hard- 
ly go anywhere or say a dozen 
words that somebody doesn’t rec- 
ognize who I am. Especially is 
that true around Louisville. There 
I can walk into a cafe or filling 
station or drug store or get on a 
train or on a bus or a plane and 
say a few words and somebody 
will spot me. And, strange as it 
may seem, the liquor question al- 
ways bobs up. I do not know why, 
but when they think of me, they 
think of prohibition! 


I got on a bus in Louisville not 
long ago to go over to Lexington. 
I sat down, pulled my hat down 
over my face, and tried to make 
myself inconspicuous. Immediate- 
ly the liquor question came up. 
The people in the bus were batting 
that ball over the diamond. A big, 
red-nosed boozer who was sitting 
away toward the back lifted his 
voice. He had spotted me. He 
lifted his voice loud enough for 
everybody to hear, but especially 
for me to hear, and said, “You 
know these preachers get on the 
radio and get up in their pulpits 
and instead of preaching the Bible, 
preach politics, talk about prohibi- 
tion and urge you to adopt prohi- 
bition. If they had any sense they 
would know that people will not 
obey a law they do not like. You 
can’t make people obey a law they 
don’t want.” Everybody got quiet 
and looked at me. I knew my 
number had been called. I knew 
he was throwing that curve over 
my home plate. I decided I would 
hide that ball in the weeds behind 
the grandstand, so I gripped the 
old bat right down close to the end 
and drew it back. I raised up, 
looked back down the bus at this 
fellow and spoke out loud to get 
everybody’s attention. “Say,” I] 
asked, “did I understand you to 
say that people would not obey a 
law they didn’t like?” 


“Yes, sir, that is exactly what I 
said. People are not going to pay 
any attention to a law they do not 
want and do not like.” 


I said, “Mister, how about your 
income tax law?” Everybody in 
the bus started laughing at him 
and he began to shrivel up and 
slide down in his seat! 


He was like the fellow who pro- 
posed to a girl. She accepted him, 
and he got quiet. She said, “Why 
don’t you say something?” He 
said, “That is the trouble now; 
there has been too much said al- 
ready!” 

Ah, my friends, use your head 
for something besides a hat rack! 
A government that can make fifty 
million people obey an income tax 
law; a government that can make 
that many people tell where their 
money came from, how much they 
received, how much they spent and 
how much they have left and take 
most of that away from them, will 
not have any trouble enforcing a 
prohibition law when it gets ready 
to enforce the law. Any govern- 
ment that can make a hundred 
and thirty million people stop 
buying automobile tires, sugar, and 
shoes, will not have any trouble 
making them stop buying booze 
when it gets ready. 


How many of you wanted the 
draft law in existence during the 
war? How many of you wanted 
your boy to be a soldier? None of 
you. I will venture to say that if 
I could read your hearts I would 
not find two people in this house 
who really down in your hearts 
wanted your boy to be a soldier. 
And I seriously question that I 
would find a one who is an ex- 
soldier who wanted to be a soldier. 
All they had to do was to volun- 
teer. They could have volunteered 
any time they wanted to, but they 
did not do it. And so what hap- 
pened? Ninety-six senators and 
435 congressmen in Washington 
passed a law. They did not ask 
you anything about it, just as they 
have not asked you whether you 
want them to draft your eighteen- 
year-old boy and put him in an 
army camp. There were 531 men 
who passed the law. It was sign- 
ed by them and signed by the 
President. Do you know what 
that law did? It made twenty mil- 
lion mothers and fathers give up 
their sons to be soldiers and go to 
the world’s battlefronts around 
the world. Neighbor, a govern- 
ment that can make twenty mil- 
lion mothers and fathers give up 
their sons will not have any trou- 
ble making a few thousand boot- 
leggers stop poking fruit jars 
through a knothole after dark! A 
government that can make. ten 
million boys stay in army uniform 
against their will, will not have 
any trouble making them stay out 
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THE BLOOD OF JESUS CHRIST 
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writings. The heart of the law is 
the book of Leviticus. That is the 
very essence of God’s revelation 
to the Jews. The heart of the book 
of Leviticus is contained in the 
feasts. The heart of the feasts is 
the day of atonement as recorded 
in the sixteenth and seventeenth 
chapters of the book. The heart of 
the description of the day of 
atonement is found in the eleventh 
verse of the seventeenth chapter: 
“The life of the flesh is in the 
blood; and I have given it to you 
upon the altar to make an atone- 
ment for your souls, for it is the 
blood that maketh an atonement 
for the soul.” 

No matter what else we may 
preach, no matter what else we 
may teach, if we do not preach 
the blood, if we do not teach the 
blood, God has a perfect right to 
withhold from us the blessings of 
His power. 

I had a preacher friend in Chi- 
cago, a man old enough to be my 
father. I was with him in a re- 
vival. He said to me, 


“Son, you will have to watch 
yourself in three or four direc- 
tions. The devil is going to get 
after you because God is using 
you. He will get after you phys- 
ically by making you overwork, 
causing you to break down. He 
will get after you morally. He 
will get after you financially, he 
will make you covetous. Or, he 
will get after you spiritually.” 

I said, “Dr. Farrington, I under- 
stand physically, I understand 
morally, I understand financially, 
but I do not understand spiritual- 
ly. How can the devil get after 
me spiritually?” 

“Well, he will get you to go off 
at a tangent.” 


“T still do not understand. How 
will the devil get after me spirit- 
ually? I know he will cause me to 
sin, but that is included in morals. 
How about spiritually?” 


“Well, in the time that I have 
been a preacher, and I have been 
a preacher longer than you have 
been alive, I have seen gigantic 
men soar up to the skies preach- 
ing the Word. Then they have 
gone off on a side issue, such as 
constantly harping the premillen- 
ial second coming of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, such as stewardship, 
tithing, such as Armenianism, or 
Calvinism. They have gotten off 
the main track. God has shelved 
them and picked somebody else 
to preach the gospel.” 

“The blood of Jesus Christ his 
Son cleanseth us from all sin.” 
I thank God for that. That is the 
message. I am not nearly as old 
as some of you are, nor nearly as 
bright. I was not raised in a 
Christian home. I came up the 
hard way. If I had had to find a 
new message every time I preach- 
ed, why I would have gone crazy 
a long time ago! But, thank God, 
I do not have to do that. All I 
have to do is to tell people about 
the blood of Jesus Christ that 
cleanseth from all sin. 

I have wagered my entire life— 
I have been a Christian for more 
than twenty years; I have been 
preaching for more than fifteen 
years—I have taken everything I 
am and have, even my wife, my 
children to place it all on one 
verse of Scripture, John 12:32, 
“And I, if I be lifted up from the 
earth, will draw all men unto 
me.” He surely does. 

The heart of the writings, ac- 
cording to the way we have them 
in our Bibles, is the Psalms, of 
course. The heart of the Psalms— 
you may not agree with me, but 
analyze it—is the twenty-second, 
the twenty-third, and the twenty- 
fourth Psalms; these three. In 
the twenty-second Psalm, we have 
the crucifixion. In the twenty- 
third Psalm, we have the resur- 
rection and the provision of the 
Lord Jesus Christ for our wel- 
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fare. In the twenty-fourth Psalm, 
we have the second coming of the 
Lord Jesus Christ in glory and in 
power. All these three Psalms re- 
volve around one statement, “My 
God, my God, why hast thou for- 
saken me?” There, in the first 
sentence of the twenty-second 
Psalm you have again the blood. 


The heart of the prophets is the 
prophet Isaiah. We are all agreed 
on that. The heart of Isaiah is the 
fifty-third chapter. The heart of 
the fifty-third chapter is the sixth 
verse, “All we like sheep have 
gone astray; we have turned every 
one to his own way; and the Lord 
hath laid on him the iniquity of 
us all.” That is the blood once 
again. There you have it in the 
Old Testament. In the law, in the 
writings, in the prophets we have 
the declaration, the revelation, the 
inspiration of the shed blood of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 


We go over to the New Testa- 
ment. Some people say the New 
Testament is divided into four 
parts, some say it is divided into 
three parts. Those who say it is 
divided into four parts tell us that, 
first, we have the gospels; sec- 
ond, we have the book of Acts; 
third, we have the epistles; 
fourth, we have the book of Reve- 
lation. Those who say that the 
New Testament is divided into 
three parts say that, first, we have 
the gospels; second, the epistles 
(putting Acts with the rest of 
them), third, the book of Revela- 
tion. My own conviction is that, 
inasmuch as the book of Acts is 
really an epistle, really a letter 
from Luke to Theophilus, the di- 
vision into three parts is true. 


The heart of the gospels is the 
Gospel of John. The heart of the 
Gospel of John is the fourteenth, 
fifteenth, sixteenth verses of the 
third chapter: “And as Moses lift- 
ed up the serpent in the wilder- 
ness, even so must the Son of man 
be lifted up: that whosoever be- 
lieveth in him should not perish, 
but have eternal life. For God so 
loved the world, that he gave his 
only begotten Son, that whoso- 
ever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.” 
There we have the blood again. 


Personally, I think that the 
heart of the book of Acts, the very 
gist of it, the very message of it, 
the very thought of it, the very 
imprint and program for it, is con- 
tained in Peter’s sermon on the 
day of Pentecost. That was the 
blueprint as to how we Christians 
were to proclaim the unsearchable 
riches of Christ, to carry on the 
plan of evangelizing to the ends 
of the earth. The heart of Peter’s 
message was this: “God hath madé 
that same Jesus, whom ye have 
crucified, both Lord and Christ” 
(Acts 2:36). The crucifixion, the 
shed blood of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, was the message, that was 
the very essence, the convicting 
word in the sermon that the Holy 
Spirit used as it came from the 
lips of the apostle Peter on the 
day of Pentecost. 


The heart of the epistles is the 
book of Romans. But in the book 
of Romans you cannot put your 
finger on one certain verse and 
say that that is the heart of it. 
In the book of Romans it is hard 
to find the center. Which verse or 
chapter is it? Is it in the third 
chapter? “There is no difference: 
For all have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God; Being 
justified freely by his grace 
through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus: Whom God hath 
set forth to be a propitiation 
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through faith in his blood, to de- 
clare his righteousness for the re- 
mission of sins that are past, 
through the forbearance of God.” 
Or, is it this statement: “Who was 
delivered for our offences, and 
was raised again for our justifica- 
tion” (Rom. 4:25)? Or is it this 
truth: “God commendeth his love 
toward us, in that, while we were 
yet sinners, Christ died for us” 
(Rom. 5:8)? Nevertheless, there is 
no epistle, there is no writer in 
the New Testament who does not 
sooner or later bring us back to 
the fact that Jesus Christ spilt 
His blood for the salvation of lost 
mankind. 


I believe the heart of the .book 
of Revelation is the first chapter. 
Read it; pray over it; weep over it; 
preach from it. The heart of the 
first chapter is found in these 
words: “Unto him that loved us, 
and washed us from our sins in 
his own blood, And hath made us 
kings and priests unto God and 
his Father; to him be glory and 
dominion for ever and_ ever.” 
Again, there is His heart’s blood: 
“Unto him that loved us, and 
washed us from our sins in his 
own blood.” 


My friends, from Genesis all the 
way through to the end of Revela- 
tion there is the wonderful red 
thread of God’s grace in the shed 
blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
God was so anxious, the Holy 
Spirit was so anxious for us to 
know, to understand, to believe, 
to realize, to have something to 
hang onto in spite of all the doubts 
that Satan could send our way, 
that even God (and I speak it rev- 
erently) exhausted Himself in 
proclaiming reiteratively the com- 
ing blood that was to be the pro- 
pitiation for our sins. 


II. The Provision of the Blood 


What about the provision of the 
blood? Listen, D. L. Moody was 
on a train one time, going from 
Chicago to California. He went 
through Utah. The engineer on the 
train was a Mormon. The Mormon 
asked someone to tell Moody to 
come to the cab, that he wanted 
to talk to the evangelist. 


Moody came to him. That Mor- 
mon tried to convert D. L. Moody. 
He just tore a passion to tatters 
trying to make a Mormon out of 
Moody. I do not know how many 
wives he promised him, or any- 
thing like that, but he tried to 
make a Mormon out of Moody. 
Moody listened, answered and 
asked questions, tried to reason 
with the man. The man was not 
to be convinced. He did not want 
to know. the truth. They came to 
Salt Lake City where there was 
to be a change of crews. The en- 
gineer jumped off, Moody jump- 
ed off. They stood side by side. 
Moody tapped the man on the 
arm and said. 


“Brother, there is not nearly as 
much difference in your religion 
and mine as you think. It is just 
a matter of spelling.” 


The engineer looked at the 
preacher and said, “What do you 
méan—spelling?” 

“You spell your religion, ‘D-o,’ 
and I spell mine, ‘D-o-n-e.’” 

That is right, isn’t it? Done! 
It was done nineteen hundred 
years ago on Calvary’s cross. 


Before the war a brilliant young 
Japanese student came from Ja- 
pan to take his postgraduate work 
in Columbia University in New 
York. He was interested in Chris- 
tianity. He was dissatisfied with 
his own soul’s condition. He was 
unhappy. He went to hear Harry 
Emerson Fosdick. He heard him 
Sunday after Sunday. If you do 
not think Fosdick can preach, you 
are just deaf, dumb. and blind! 
He can preach! He can weave a 
web of words that will almost 
charm an angel of light. He is not 
preaching the gospel; he is mere- 
ly pulpiteering. God is not blessing 
him. God will never bless him. 
It is my conviction that it is all 
of Satan. But you will have to get 
up mighty early in the morning 
and stay up mighty late at night 
to get the vocabulary that Harry 
Emerson Fosdick has and the abil- 
ity to put words together. 


This Japanese sat there listen- 
ing hard, trying to find some sol- 
ace, some help. Just about the 
time he gave it up as a bad job, 
summer vacation came. Instead 
of going to Columbia University 
for the summer, he decided he 
would go to the University of Can- 
ada in Toronto. In Toronto, he 
went to hear T. T. Shields of the 


Jarvis Street Baptist Church. 
Shields, in his own inimitable 
way, country preacher fashion, 


preached the plain old gospel. The 
Japanese came Wednesday night, 
Sunday morning, Sunday night. 
The next Wednesday night he 
said, “I want to see Dr. Shields.” 
He stopped Dr. Shields in the of- 
fice. The Japanese said to him. 


“Dr. Shields, you have given 
me what I wanted.” 

Dr. Shields said, “What do you 
mean?” 

“IT went to hear Harry Emerson 
Fosdick. I was charmed by his 
eloquence, but he told me exactly 
the same thing that the Japanese 
priest had told me. He told me to 
do! do! do! do! do! Now, thank 
God, I know it has been done! I 
want you to tell me how I may 
accept the finished work of the 
Lord Jesus Christ.” 


I do not know how you folk 
feel about it, but I will tell you 
how I feel. The president has to 
know it, the street cleaner has 
to know it, all those in between 
have to know that the blood of 
Jesus Christ, God’s Son, cleanseth 
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The jailbird in his death ad 
to know it. If Gabriel, Got . com- 
mander-in-chief, were to come 
down from Heaven, if he were to 
put his wings on my Bible, and 
pile on them his trumpet, his 
sword, and his badge of office say- 
ing to me, “Preacher, you take my 
job as commander-in-chief of 
God’s armies, and let me be an 
evangelist”—do you know what I 
would say? I would say, “Gabriel, 
go and talk to those Gentiles, they 
may listen to you, I won’t. You’re 
wasting your breath. I know when 
I am well off, Gabriel. I am a 
Jew; I know when I have the big- 
gest job in the world!” 


Preaching Christ is the biggest 
job in the world. Just think what 
it means to stand before a con- 
gregation of people, point them to 
the blood-stained cross and say, 
“Behold the Lamb of God, which 
taketh away the sin of the world.” 
Listen to me, my friends, here is 
the way it appears to me. First, 
there is God the Father, God the 
Son, God the Holy Spirit. Next to 
them comes an anointed preacher 
of the gospel. It is ‘w great thing 
to be the president of these United 
States. It is a great thing to be 
the governor of a state like In- 
diana, or Texas. That is an honor 
that comes to few men. But the 
president of the United States is 
a back number alongside of a 
preacher. It is a great thing to be 
the president of a college. It is 
a great thing to be an Ike Ejisen- 
hower. It is a great thing to be 
the King of England. It is a great 
thing to be an Admiral Nimitz, a 
Douglas MacArthur. It is a great 
thing to be a brilliant author, a 
sweet poet, a wise statesman, a 
clever engineer, an able techni- 
cian, a lauded discoverer. I say 
to you, the humblest Christian, in 
the humblest community, in the 
humblest capacity, in the humblest 
church, doing the will of God, 
preaching the blood, is greater 
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than all of the rest of these put 
together. Eternity will prove it. 
Eternity will show it. I do not 
care whether you are a big fellow 
or a little fellow, whether you 
live in a home that has all the ac- 
commodations, or whether you 
have to go out yonder and prime 
the pump in order to get water 
enough to brush your teeth, to 
shave, or whatever else you have 
to do—if you are a child of the 
King, if you are preaching the 
true gospel, you are the equal of 
the chiefest man upon this earth. 
You are the peer of kings and of 
emperors. 


A Substitute 


Let us however go on to the pro- 
vision of the blood. What do we 
have to offer to the world? First 
of all, there is the provision of a 
Substittte. “For he hath made 
him to be sin for us, who knew no 
sin; that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him.” 
When we think of “for Christ’s 
sake,” the thing that ought to 
move us is that He loved us and 
died for us. 

I was in Russia getting ready to 
come to America. My father. had 
been in this country about two 
years. He wrote us telling us that 
he was going to send for us soon. 
I began to read all I could find on 
America. I read Russian books, 
Jewish books, German books on 
America. I even tried to read Eng- 
lish books, but I could not under- 
stand them. The authors told some 
wonderful things about America. 
For instance, they said Americans 
were peculiar people. You do a 
Russian a favor and he will say, 
“Spasibo,” (which means “Thank 
you’’), and stick out his hand ex- 
pecting another favor. If you do 
not help him further, he will get 
mad at you. Instead of his feeling 
under obligation to you because of 
what you have done for him, he 
feels and acts as though you were 
under obligation to benefit him 
further. They said that if some- 
body did an American a favor he 
would break his neck trying to 
pay that person back, he would 
embarrass the benefactor trying 
to pay him back. 

I have been from one end of 
this country to the other, all up 
and down this land. I know every 
kind of an American you can pos- 
sibly think about: black, white, 
Indian, European, Asiatic, Afri- 
can, American-born. The writers 
did not lie. It is just so. It is the 
genius of America, it is the spirit 
of America to appreciate a lift. 
That is why we came to the help 
of France in 1917. Back yonder 
Lafayette came over here and 
helped us. That is why we go to 
the help of England. England has 
been a benefactor in many ways 
to the United States. 

Now think of all the Lord Jesus 
Christ has done for us. Think of 
all He endured for us. He was our 
Substitute. He took our place un- 
der the burning condemnations of 
the law, under the blasting dam- 
nation of our sins. How grateful 
we must be to Him. 


A Satisfaction 


*, 


There is in this wondrous story 
further, not only the provision of 
a Substitute, but also the provision 
of a_ satisfaction. Jesus Christ 
satisfied God. He fully satisfies us. 
People come to me to ask, 

“Do you know you are a Chris- 
tian?” 

“Yes! Assuredly!” 

“Are you sure of it?” 


“Without doubt, I know I am 
saved.” 


so nat Makes you so sure of 
it?” 

I suppose people expect me to 
say, I am sure of it because I feel 
it. I do not know how it is with 
you, but if you were to come to me 
telling me you have never doubt- 
ed your salvation, I would know 
one of three things is true. Either 
you do not know what doubting 
means, or you are not telling the 
truth, or you never had any sal- 
vation to doubt in the first place. 
All of us doubt owr salvation at 
times. Do not tell me #t is not so. 
We are so constituted psychologi- 
cally that we cannot have abso- 
lutely perfect faith. It is impos- 
sible in the flesh to have entirely 


perfect faith. If this be treason, 
make the most of it. 

Do you know fiow I know I am 
saved? When the devil comes to 
make me doubt, to question my 
salvation, you know what I do? 
I do not dig into my own heart. 
No! I look elsewhere than within 
myself. I look to the blood-stain- 
ed cross of Calvary and know that 
my sins are forgiven. The devil is 
resisted by the cross. He flees from 
me. He cannot whip that cross. 
He just cannot do it! That cross 
is our full assurance! 


Do you know why Jesus died 
on the cross? I do not know how 
it is with you, but this is my re- 
ligion. Do you know why the Son 
of God died on the cross? I am 
like that Presbyterian preacher 
Dr. Jones told us about; I think 
I am the biggest thing im _ the 
world because Jesus died for me! 
I sure am! So are you! But, listen, 
when Jesus died, God thought of 
me. I know He did. I do not have 
aesthetic sensibilities sharp enough 
(those are two big words that I’ve 
waited all week to use, but I have 
been to college, and I know sev- 
eral big words) perhaps I do not 
eat the right kind of food, per- 
haps do not have brains enough, 
perhaps I am too dumb, perhaps 
my understanding is too limited, 
but I need the physical cross. If 
God had said ten thousand times, 
“God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son,” and 
there had been no cross, I for one 
would have doubted, because 
there is too much suffering, there 
are too many tears, there is too 
much heartache, there are too 
many crippled children, too many 
hospitals, too many orphans, 
there is too much .inequality on 
earth. Life is at times a dark, dis- 
mal proposition. The devil, calling 
attention to these blighting expe- 
riences, is constantly asserting the 
temptation to question God’s love, 
even His existence. Yes, the old 
devil comes along and says, “Lis- 
ten do you mean to tell me you 
believe there is a God? Do you 
mean to tell me you are crazy 
enough to believe that God is 
love? Why look at the millions of 
your people, the Jews, who died 
in Germany under the bootjack 
for the Nazis.” 


I just close my eyes to think 
once again of that parade to Gol- 
gotha. I see Jesus Christ dying fer 
my sins. I say, “Devil, as long as 
I can remember that the blood of 
Jesus Christ stained a cross for 
me, you cannot make me doubt 
the love of God!” There is the 
satisfaction I press upon your 
hearts. 


= 


A Saviour 


But, thank God, the Lord has 
provided not only a Substitute, 
not only a Satisfaction, but also a 
Saviour. There has been a great 
deal said here about denomina- 
tional groups, nondenominational 
groups, etc. There has been a great 
deal said here about creeds. I be- 
lieve in a creed. I have a creed. 
Certainly! Anybody who studies 
the Bible has a creed. You may 
not call it that. But, I am not in 
love with any creed. I cannot fall 
in leve with a Mend. I believe in 
a church. I believe in my denom- 
ination. I love my denomination. 
But I.am not in love with it -in 
the sense of the word love. I like 
it. I appreciate it. I would do any- 
thing to help it. I would do any- 
thing to serve it, to keep on serv- 
ing it for God. But, my friends, 
I surely can fall in love with a 
person. I have fallen in love with 
Jesus! He is my Saviour. He is 
living. He is alive. He is here. He 
leads. He walks with me, and He 
talks with me, and He calls me 
His very own. 


I remember when I first became 
a Christian out yonder in Denver, 
Colorado. My money gave out, 
and I sent home for more. I had 
plenty of it at home; it was my 
money; I had earned it. Nobody 
gave it to me, I worked like a fool 
for it. But the trouble was that I 
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had a Jew partner. He and my 
father got together—wait a min- 
ute, they did not cheat me—they 
just would not send me any 
money. They said, “We will send 
you money for a ticket. We wil 
send you money for the food you 
need on which to come back, but 
no more.” I never got a penny of 
it. I never got my clothes. I never 
igot my property. I never got any- 
thing. My money gave out. I had 
to eat. I did not know which way 
to turn. I had never done a lick 
of manual work in my life, except 
to peddle papers for a lark. I had 
gone to school. My father could 
afford it in those days. He sent me 
through, as he did my brothers. 

But when my money gave out 
I got a job first in a tire factory, 
then in a paint shop. My hands 
were as soft as a woman’s. Every 
morning I had to sweep a factory 
a quarter of a block long; three 
floors of it. The broom handle be- 
gan to wear away the skin of my 
hands. It hurt. The devil walked 
by my side in that dust. He kept 
on saying to me, “You made a 
fool out of yourself. Go on back 
home and practice law. There is 
nothing to this Jesus at all.” But 
the Lord sent me a song: 

“Tl walk with the King, hallelujah! 
I walk with the King, praise His 
name!”’ | 

I would go through the dust— 
you could not see me for the dust 
—the tears raining down my 
cheeks, while I kept on singing: 
“T walk with the King, hallelujah! 
I walk with the King, praise His 
name!” 

After awhile the other people in 
that factory took up that song. It 
became a testimony to them. 

We have a Saviour. The sacri- 
fice is good. The satisfaction is 
good. But the Saviour is better 
than all. He is a great deal better 
because He is a person. He un- 
derstands our frame; He knows 
that we are but dust; He knows 
our limitations; He knows our 
shortcomings. The Saviour walks 
with us; He talks with us; He calls 
us His own. Some day He will 
take us to Himself. 

Ill. The Power of the Blood 

The last thought in our blessed 
text is found in the power of the 
blood. What message do we have 
to give to a world lost in sin? The 
message of the blood—the convict- 
ing, converting, constraining, con- 
quering blood. 


The Power of Redemption 


The power of the blood is first 
the power of redemption. “Foras- 
much as ye know that ye were not 
redeemed with corruptible things, 
as silver and gold, from your vain 
conversation received by tradition 
from your fathers; But with the 
precious blood of Christ, as of a 
lamb without blemish and without 
Spot” (I Pet. 1:18, 19). Unhesi- 
tatingly, without the slightest sort 
of question, every man of us, 
every woman of us, every Chris- 
tian of us, may go up and down 
the highways, the byways of life, 


God will back us up—that the 
blood of Jesus Christ had redeem- 
ed believing sinners from all their 
sins. 


The Power of Reconciliation 


There is also the power of 
reconciliation. It did not take me 
long to find out that those who 
say that God needed to be recon- 
ciled were wrong. My Old Testa- 
ment says, “I have loved thee with 
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Many Saved in Miami 


By the Editor 


At 1:05 A.M. Monday morning records in Heaven, so we need not 
I left Miami on one of the new big | fret about that. But we rejoice in 
Skymasters, a forty-four passen-|the multitude of souls who found 


ger, four-motor plane on the Delta 
line; and by a little after 9:00 A.M. 
was in Chicago, and then soon 
home at Wheaton, after a good 
campaign in Miami. Fifteen days 
is too short for such a campaign. 
It was something of a new ven- 
ture, since nothing of the kind had 
been tried in Miami in many 
years. Yet there were a multitude 
of souls saved, churches and pas- 
tors were blessed, they say, and 
my heart rejoices over many an- 
swers to prayer. 


Sunday night before the sermon 
the moderator, Rev. James H. 
Christie, who had been selected 
by the Baptist pastors to be chair- 
man of the campaign, reported 
that there were 611 public pro- 
fessions of faith recorded on cards 
in the inquiry room at the City 
Auditorium and in churches where 
large children’s meetings were 
held. He thought that more than 
four hundred others had professed 
faith in Christ in services in the 
public schools, though in the 
schools we had no inquiry rooms 
and no opportunities to talk pri- 
vately to individuals. Others 
were saved Sunday night. God 
has recording angels to keep the 


therefore 
have I! 


an everlasting love: 
with loving kindness 
drawn thee” (Jer. 31:3). 
Here is what I mean by recon- 
ciliation. “God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world unto Him- 
self, not imputing their trespasses 
unto them” (II Cor. 5:19). “For 
it pleased the Father that in Him 
should all fulness dwell; And, 
having made peace through the 
blood of his cross, by him to 
reconcile all things unto himself; 
by him, I say, whether they be 
things im earth, or things in 

(Continued on page 5) 
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the Saviour. 


Many happy incidents occurred 
during the campaign. Delegations 
came from Key West, I think 160 
miles away, and from various 
other parts of Florida. The can.- 
paign was sponsored officially by 
forty-four Baptist churches of the 
Miami Baptist Association, but 
ehurches of other faiths cooperat- 
ed loyally and would have made 
their cooperation official, had they 
been invited to join in the cam- 
paign ahead of time. 

I was not present at the confer- 
ence of Baptist ministers on Mon- 
day, March 25, and had no inkling 
of the plans of the brethren, but 
was later handed a nice statement 
voted by the Executive Commit- 
tee of the Miami Association com- 
mending my work in the cam- 
paign and promising continued 
heartiest cooperation. Dr. C. Roy 
Angell of the large Central Bap- 
tist Church made the motion and 
their commendation and expres- 
sion of appreciation was signed by 
the moderator, Dr. W. E. Denham 
of the First Baptist Church, and 
Rev. Guy Owen, the clerk. In- 
dividual letters from the pastors 
tell of great blessings in their own 
lives and in their churches. 


It was a happy time. I spoke 
three, four and five times daily. 
I did not go swimming, I did not 
go fishing, and I had no time for 
recreation. I did not take a day 
off but preached, for example, 
three times on Saturdays, and 
three or four times on Mondays, 
as well as the regular schedule 
through the week. Now I am rest- 
ing and happy for a few days in 
my office and home, and thank 
God for the precious souls He 
gave ws. 
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(Continued from page 4) 
heaven. And you, that were some- 
times alienated and enemies in 
your mind by wicked works, yet 
now hath he reconciled in the 
body of his flesh through death, 
to present you holy and unblame- 
able and wunreprovable in his 
sight” (Col. 1:19-22). 

Dr. James E. Davis, pastor of 
the Central Christian Church of 
Denver, Colorado, led me _ to 
Christ in his study. There was 
not any revival. There was 
not any church service. I was 
twenty-three years old. I was a 
lawyer and a college professor. If 
the preacher had talked to me 
about sin until I died in sin, he 
would never have won me. If he 
had talked to me about judgment 
until I died and faced the judg- 
ment, he would have never won 
me. If he had talked to me about 
Hell until I rotted in Hell, he 
would never have won me. If 
he had talked to me about Heaven 
until Heaven came down on 
earth, he would never have won 
me. But when he talked to me 
about Jesus on the cross, he broke 
my heart. He broke my heart! 

Listen, I do not have anything 
to brag about. I am so far short 
of the standard I have set for my- 
self that my heart aches and 
breaks at the thought of how far 
short I have come of the standard 
of God. But I have one brag. 
When fF get to Heaven the first 
angel I meet I am going to call 
him over and say, “I want to tell 
you something. Listen to this, 
Angel. Listen now! I knew what 
would happen to me, I knew what 
my people would do to me, I knew 
what my law practice would do, I 
knew what would happen to my 
sweetheart, I knew what would 
happen to my money—I knew 
every bit of it. Nothing has hap- 
pened to me but what I knew was 
going to happen. But the first 
time, the very first time I was 
faced with the cross I gave my 
heart to Christ.” I am not a dog! 
If this Jesus loved me enough to 
die for me, I love Him enough to 
live for Him, no matter what it 
may cost! 


The Power of Reception 


Not only is there here the pow- 
er of redemption and of reconcili- 
ation, but there is also the power, 
for want of a better word, of re- 
ception. I get awfully blue some- 
times. These revivals get dread- 
fully hard. Perhaps I play the 
fool by dating them up end on 
end. I close in one place Sunday 
and begin in another place Mon- 
day. I want you to pray for me 
that God will give me wisdom to 
know what to do. But I do not 
go into these campaigns for any 
other purpose than that I just can- 
not say, “No,” when the calls 
come. I want to see souls saved. 
I am om pins and needles right 
here in this conference. There is 
an ache, an agony in my soul. I 
would to God we could cram this 
auditorium with unsaved people 
and win them for Christ, and keep 
on doing it every night of thfs re- 
treat. But, you know, when I get 
so blue I can hardly stand it; 
when I am almost ready to die; 
when I am almost ready to throw 
up my hands and quit; when I am 
just wanting to drop everything 
and run; I go to my room, some- 
where, all by myself, wherever I 
am, open my Bible to the seventh 
chapter of Revelation and read 
that fourteenth verse: “These are 
they which came out of great 
tribulation, and have washed their 
robes, amd made them white in 
the blood of the Lamb.” I just 
take a handful of that blood and 
wash myy soul and my heart with 
it. Then I am again ready to ery, 
“Come on, devil, I will show you 
what fighting means!” KH is easy 
then to go on, K gives a man 
grace, strength, patience, power. 

That then is the kind of mes- 
sage meeded for revival. Listen, 
and I am finished. There used to 
be a great preacher, some of you 
older people may have known 
him, Dr. A. J. Gordon. He was 


pastor in Boston. One Saturday, 
tired, headachy, his eyes hurting 
him from too much study in pre- 
paring his sermons, Dr. Gordon 
went for a walk toward Boston 
Commons. He met a boy from his 
Sunday School, a lad about twelve. 
The boy was carrying a cage, a 
homemade cage, full of field 
birds. The préacher stopped the 
boy, and greeting him, said, 

“Son, where did you get those 
birds?” 

“I trapped them.” 

“What are you going to do with 
them?” 

“T am going to play with them.” 

“What are you going to do when 
you get tired of playing with 
them?” | 

“I am going to feed them to the 
cats.” 

The preacher looked at those 
poor little fledglings. There they 
were on the floor of that cage, 
without a ruffle, without a chirp, 
without a move. His heart smote 
him. 

“Son,” he said, “ 
them to me?” 

“Preacher, you 
them.” 

“Never mind, Son. 
sell them to me?” 

“Preacher, they are not canar- 
ies. They can’t sing.” 

“T know, Son. Will you sell them 
to me?” 

“Preacher, they are just wild 
field birds. You can go and get 
you some yourself.” 

He wasn’t going to cheat the 
preacher, you know. 

“Son, I can name every bird in 
that cage. Sell them to me.” 

“Preacher, do you really want 
them?” 

“T sure do, Son. 
me.” 

The boy studied for a minute, 
then said, “I will take two dollars 
for them, and I will give you the 
cage, too.” : 

“All right, Son, here are your 
two dollars.” 

The preacher paid the boy the 
two dollars. The lad gave the 
preacher the cage. The preacher 
started away, cage in his hand. 
The boy turned around, looked at 
him as if he thought the preacher 
had lost his mind. The ° doctor 
walked along talking to the birds, 
keeping the cage up. The birds 
didn’t move, not by so much as a 
rustle or a ripple of a feather, as 
if they knew they were going to 
their death. The preacher could 
stand it no longer. Walking down 
an alley he came to a little bay in 
a building. Placing his back to 
the building so people would not 
see him from the street, he held 
up that cage and opened the door. 
The birds wouldn’t move. He be- 
gan patting the outside of the cage 
—‘Fly out, fly out, fly out.” One 
by one those birds found that open 
door, stepped on the threshold, 
whirled out into God’s heaven. 

Dr. Gordon went back to his 
study, finished his sermon. The 
next day he stood before his con- 
gregation. He told this story. He 
raised his hands to say, “Every 
time one of those birds unfolded 
its wings, every time one of those 
birds. took that little leap toward 
God’s blue heaven, it sang a song; 
they all sang the same song, ‘Re- 
deemed! Redeemed! Redeemed!’ ” 

Once upon a time there came 
walking across the expanse of 
heaven, Beelzebub, Lucifer, the 
old serpent, Satan. In his hand 
he carried a giant cage and in that 
cage a ball, the earth, and on that 
earth the generations of men, all 
sinners. The devil was prodding 
them, tempting them. They were 
dying one by one, family by fam- 
ily, city by city, generation by 
generation, sinking into Hell. 
There came to meet Beelzebub 
One im the beauty of holiness, 
even the only begotten of the 
Father, Jesus the Christ. He stop- 
ped the devil and said, 

“Lucifer, what have you there?” 

“A cage full of sinners.” 


“What are you going to do with 
them?” 
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with them when you get tired of 
playing with them?” 

“i am going to torment them in 
Hell.” 

“Lucifer, 
Me?” 

“You don’t want them.” 

“Never mind, Lucifer. Will you 
sell them to Me?” 

“Jesus, if You buy them, they 
will nail You to a cross. They 
will dance in Your blood. They 
will break Your heart.” 

“Never mind, Lucifer. I know 
more about them than you do. 
Will you sell them to Me?”’ 

The devil, gritting his teeth, 
said, “I guess You are in earnest 
aren’t You? All right. If You 
want these sinners, You have to 
pay a price. What is Your price? 
If You want to pay it, name Your 
price. Make me an offer.” 

“Tl will give you all the silver 
there is in the world.” 

“Not enough.” 

“IT will pile all the gold on top 
of that.” 

“Not enough.” 

“T’ll put all the precious stones 
on top of that.” 


will you sell them to 


“Not enough.” 

“Name your price, Lucifer.” 
“Jesus, You won’t pay it.” 
“Name it!” 

The devil, gritting his 


again until the foam spewed out 
of his mouth, pointed a finger in 
Christ’s face, shook it. “If You 
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silver of Your tears and the gold 
of Your blood.” 
“I will pay it.” 
“Here is Your cage. I'll collect 


when I get ready.” 


Jesus took the cage. 
out Abraham. He sent Moses. He 
deputized the prophets. Morning 
and night He warned His people 
with His Word. He sent blessings 
and cursings. He sent health and 
He sent pestilence. He sent peace 
and He sent war. He sent life and 
He sent death. He sent prosperity 


and He sent depression. They 
would not listen. They kept on 
serving the devil. One day He 


opened the door of the cage, step- 
ped from Heaven onto earth 
through the womb of the virgin 
Mary. For three years, after the 
Spirit came upon Him, He moved 
up and down the length and 
breadth of His part of the world. 
He worked, sweated, suffered, 
wept, agonized. One night in old 
Gethsemane, bedewing the dust of 
the ground with His tears, His 
sweat, even His blood, somebody 
shook Him against the hard earth. 
He looked up. There was Lucifer 
bending over Him. 

“Lucifer, can’t you let Me alone 
even now?” 

“You remember our bargain?” 

we Ns 

“Tomorrow You will pay the 
silver of Your tears and the gold 
of Your blood.” 

The next day, under the awful 
whistling of the Roman lash, in 
the cruel crushing of the crown of 
thorns, in the bitter biting of the 
fearful nails, in the loneliness and 
shame of the endless hours of the 
cruel cross, the Son of God paid 
out the silver of His tears and the 
gold of His blood. Do you know 
what happened? I will tell you. 
He died on the cross. Do you 
know what happened? The cross 
jammed open the door of the cage. 
It has been open ever since. 

Twenty years ago last March, 
in the parlor of the Central Chris- 
tian Church, in the city of Den- 
ver, I saw that open door; I heard 
the pat of Jesus’ pierced hand on 
the outside; I heard Him say, “Fly 
out, Sinner, fly out.” I spread my 
wings: I started for Heaven. One 
day I am going to get there. When 
I get there and while I am going 
there I am going to be singing a 
song, singing rt all the time. That 
song will be, “Redeemed! Re- 
deemed! Redeemed by the blood 
of the Lamb!” 
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Booze and Compulsory 


Military 


(Continued from page 5) 


Uncle Sam a non-drinking boy to 
go to the army. 

In the city of Detroit on the last 
Saturday night in December a 
nineteen-year-old World War II 
veteran who fought with Patton's 
Army in Europe, who had fought 
in France and Germany, who had 
won the purple heart, who was 
cited for honor, had taken up 
drinking in the army. He killed 
a woman and left her naked body 
on a school yard in the city of De- 
troit. Now he is behind prison 
bars in the City of Detroit under a 
charge of murder. 

At Beckley, West Virginia, an 
eighteen-year-old lad was con- 
scripted into the army. Before go- 
ing into the army he did not touch 
a drop of any kind of booze and 
was a clean, strong, healthy lad 
who loved his father and mother 
and who was the pride of their 
hearts and an honor to them. He 
came back last Christmas on fur- 
lough. While on furlough he hung 
around the booze dives with the 
beer joint prostitutes and stayed 
drunk. One day he came into the 
home and asked for some money. 
His mother told him she did not 
have but $2.50. He flew into a 
drunken rage, seized a knife and 
made for his own mother with 
that knife, threatening her. She 
grabbed up a club to protect her- 
self, but realizing that he was so 
much stronger than she was and 
thinking he would probably take 
it away from her and beat her with 
it, she threw the club down and 
reached behind the door, grabbed 
the shotgun and shot him, her own 
son, wounding him and five other 
children in the family. Then in 
mortal fear she ran a mile across 
a field to a neighbor’s house—ran 
away from her son who had be- 
come a dirty, lousy, booze sot and 
woman chaser by the policy that 
Uncle Sam and the Army of the 
United States has pursued for five 
successive years. Mighty poor pay 
for that mother in return for the 
boy she gave to Uncle Sam! When 
someone came to her and talked 
to her about it, she said, “Yes, I 
will drop the charges against him 
if he will go on back to the army 
and quit bothering me.” 

That is what I am talking about. 
And, ladies and gentlemen, I say 
that if Uncle Sam passes a law to 
make us give him our eighteen- 
year-old boys, then Uncle Sam 
ought to drive all the booze out of 
the army camps and from around 
the army camps and send our boys 
back to us just as sober and clean 
as they were when he took them 
away from us. 


There are a lot of gold stars in 
the windows of this country, and 
I am not sure but that there may 
be some more; for do not let any- 
body fool you—there will be wars 
until the Lord Jesus Christ comes 
again and sits on the throne of His 
father David in the city of Jerusa- 
lem. In view of these things I 
would a thousand times rather my 
boy would be drafted into the 
army, be killed, and have his body 
left on the shifting sands of some 
island of the Pacific or in the torn 
soil of Europe and his soul go 
home to God where I could be 
with him some day, than for him 
to go through a war and get all 
the medals Uncle Sam could pin 
on his breast, but come home a 
booze-soaked, woman-chasing lib- 
ertine whe would embarrass his 
father and mother and shame the 
teachings that we have taught him 
since his earliest infancy. 


I cannot keep the government 
from conscripting my boy if it sees 
fit to do so, but by the grace of the 
omnipotent God, I am going to lift 
my voice, I am going to use the 
radio, I am going to use the print- 
ed page, I am going to stir up 
everybody I can to do their duty 


Training 


Further than that, we ought to put 
it out of our lives and homes. 
Liquor never resulted in one good 
thing in all the history of mankind. 
It always causes misery and heart- 
ache and sin. 

A little Methodist church in a 
West Texas town had a Christmas 


program one @ristmas Eve. There 
was a : as tree full of toys 
of all Kinds: Yadiae~uits, dolls, 


baseball bats, toy guns — every- 
thing a child could think of. The 
gifts were given out at the end of 
the program. 

A woman, a widow who took in 
washing to support herself and her 
little children, came into the 
church. December had been a 
long month—a hard month. The 
weather had been rainy and she 
could not get the clothes dry. 

After a while Santa Claus with 
his long white beard came in. 
Everybody was happy and laugh- 
ing. Old Santa went to the tree, 
reached up and took down a doll. 
He turned it over and it said, 
“M—a—m—a.” 

Back by the widow a little girl 
got all excited. Her feet began to 
swing eagerly under the bench. 
She looked at her mother and said, 
“Mama, is it going to be for me? 
That is the doll I told you I want- 


ed. That was the one in Mr. Gib- 
bin’s store down on Main street. 
Is it going to be for me, Mama?” 

The mother turned her face in 
another direction as a tear trickled 
down her cheek and the doll went 
to another little girl in another 
part of the house. 


The presents were taxen from 
the tree one by one. After awhile 
Santa took down a toy gun and be- 
gan to snap it. One of the little 
boys back by the widow could 
not see over the heads of the peo- 
ple in front of him, so he stood up 
in the seat. When he saw the gun 
he said, “That is what I want. I 
surely hope that is for me!” He 
could imagine Santa calling his 
name. He could imagine all the 
other little boys wanting to play 
with the gun. But it went to an- 
other little boy in ‘another part of 
the house. 


When all the toys were gone 
from the Christmas tree and the 
people were about ready to go 
home, Santa’ reached under the 
tree and got some little sacks for 
those poor little children. The bags 
were made out of mosquito net- 
ting and contained an apple, an 
orange, a few nuts and a stick of 
lightning rod candy. One each 
was brought to the two little boys 
and their little sister. 

The Christmas Eve night was a 
beautiful one. Children’s voices 
rang out as the people went home. 
Everybody was happy. The fire- 
crackers were booming and the 


Roman candles were zooming. Lit- 
tle toy horns were tooting. 

That woman with her babies 
went on down the darkened alley 
to a little box house, pulled the 
door open and went in. There 
were no cookies in the cooky jar. 
There were no toys in that home. 
It was a bare home. Do you know 
who that womane was? That wo- 
man was my mother, and I was 
one of those little boys. 

My father left my mother two 
months before I was born and 
stayed away nine years. And 
mother washed for a living. 

That is the experience of multi- 
plied thousands of little boys and 
little girls in America every 
Christmas. That is what booze 
does. That is one of the reasons 
you ought to put it out of your life. 
You. ought to have nothing to do 
with it. You ought not to trade 
where it is sold. You ought not 
to vote for a politician who stands 
for it. You ought to lift your voice 
and fight against it! 


I never saw my father in a 
church in my life. I never heard 
him speak kindly about religious 
matters. He lived his way without 
the Lord. He was not a hard 
drnker, but he kept liquor in the 
home, ran with the wrong crowd 
and gave his life in the wrong di- 
rection. 

I am for Christ. I am for the 
Bible. I am for living clean. I 
am for homes being happy. I am 
for little boys and little girls hav- 


ing a fair chance. And I am for 
boys in the army not having booze 
stuck under their noses every 
time they turn around! The gov- 
ernment of the United States in- 
stead of encouraging them to drink 
it ought to encourage them not to 
drink it, ought to encourage them 
to let it alone! 


PRAYER: “Our Father, we pray 
Thy blessings upon the message 
we have delivered this afternoon. 
We pray for our national leaders: 
our President in the White House, 
our senators, our congressmen— 
the men who direct this nation. 
We pray that somehow by Thy 
matchless grace and power Thou 
wilt bring an overwhelming con- 
viction that we need God, that we 
need to walk with God, that we 
need to quit petting and pamper- 
ing and coddling the liquor traffic, 
and that we need to emphasize 
the Bible. Lord, America needs 
Thy leadership and she will never 
find it in a booze dive or a cocktail 
lounge or a whiskey store or beer 
tavern. And men who hang around 
those places just will not find Thy 
leadership in their lives and their 
dealings. . 


“We pray that Thou wilt bless 
the people who are here this after- 
noon. If there is present a man, 
woman, or young person who is 
out of Christ, out of harmony with 
Thy will, we pray that Thou wilt 
help that one to get right with 
Thee. We ask it in Jesus’ name, 
Amen.” 
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“This is one of the most scholarly, 
one of the most interesting, one of the 
most readable, one of the most teach- 
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portance. It would be tremendously 
worth while if every Bible School, if 
every religious university and college, 
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make this book one of its textbooks. It 
is extraordinarily readable, eminently 
digestable, an example of what can be 
done in a scholarly presentation of this 
age-long controversial subject. It is not 
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It is a reference book, a study book, a 
book for agony, for recitation, for am- 
munition against all rationalists, un- 
believers, atheists. I feel that I am 
justified in pressing that every Christian 
home in America ought to have at least 
one copy of this book, that every church 
library ought to have a half dozen 
copies, that every preacher and teacher 
of the Word ought to know it by heart. 


THE AUTHOR: 


Mr. McCrossam was eminently qualified to write this 


It is worth a hundred times the price 
now on it. It definitely should be the 
book-of-the-month religious selection.” 


—HYMAN J. APPELMAN, D.D., 
Evangelist, Author, Ft. Worth, Texas 


“My own heart throbs with the ex- 
pectant hope of the great good this book 
will accomplish. It will disclose the 
subtlety of the methods now used and 
by pungent suggestion will turn the 
arguments, now prevailing, against 
those who present them. It will stimu- 
late the believing Christian to a deeper 
study of the Word of God and give a 
thrill of gladness to those who have 
long contended for the faith.” 


—KENNETH MACKENZIE, 
in the introduction. 


“ ...# is an ideal book to put into 
the hands of anyone who has become in- 
fected by the sophistry of modernism 
and whose mind is filled with doubts as 
to the imspiration of the Holy Scriptures. 
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works on Christian evidences that we 
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author has seen the evil and error of 
modernism and with mighty pen he has 
arraigned it and found it guilty before 
the judgment seat of truth. This book 
is as a great lighthouse to warn the un- 
wary. He writes as the Christ° who 
wielded the scourge in the temple. He 
writes with wisdom that stands up 
against all gainsaying. This is a great 
book—a river, not a rill—an ocean, not 
a pond.” : 

—ROBERT G. LEE, D.D., LL.D., 

Pastor, Bellevue Baptist Church 
ti Memphis, Tennessee 
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PAGE SEVEN 


From Electric Chair To Heaven 


(Continued from page 1) 


twenty cents, wanting to pay his 
way, though naturally he had no 
source of income in the prison. 


Jack wrote to me once saying 
that he was living for the Lord 
and was happy, except for one 
bad habit, smoking. He said, 
“Honestly I must smoke or go 
mad. I have only fifty more 
days left to live. Maybe in a few 
days I may be able to get hold of 
myself and overcome smoking 
again. I sure hope so,” 


Later he seemed to getyvictory 
over this habit and wroté /a most 
joyful, happy letter saying, “All 
I need is for my faith to Hold out 
thirty-two more days yet, or even 
to get more faith. But if so be 
that I would not know what to do 
with it!” And then the last letter 
was written just after midnight, 
one week before he was to go to 
the electric chair and he was re- 
joicing over the salvation of loved 
ones he had won to the Lord 
Jesus! 


Jack was sentenced to die in the 
electric chair on Saturday night, 
March 23. Qn March 17, 12:30 
a.m., Jack wrote the following let- 
ter which I received in due time: 


“Dear Dr. Rice: 

“Greeting in Jesus. May the 
Lord bless you. Your fine letter 
was received the other day. I am 
a few days late in answering it 
due to the fact that my prayer 
came true. Amen. I shall ex- 
plain that fast and short. 


“I have prayed to find someone 
that I could help, so they could 
find Jesus as their Saviour. I not 
only found one, but five. They are 
two brothers, two sisters and my 
mother! How am I doing with 
them? Wonderful! Mother is now 
saved, hallelujah! My one brother 
is saved, praise the Lord! One 
sister is saved also, and her hus- 
band is from now on going to 
work more for the Lord, Amen. 
And my young brother and two 
other sisters are coming along fine. 
I have much to rejoice over. This 
physical death that I must go 
through soon is the means of some 
lost souls finding Jesus as their 
Saviour. Now I can say, ‘O death 
where is thy sting!’ Oh, Victory 
over the grave! My heavenly 
home where are you? Praise the 
Lord! Can you stop for a second 
and just picture this: Souls are 
saved by my physical death in 
just one week that shall be. Have 
I not much to rejoice over? All 
praise goes to God! 


“This shall be my last letter to 
you, Doctor. But I shall continue 
to pray for you and Miss Walden 
that the Lord may use you both 
to and for His glory. God be with 
you both. Some day I shall meet 
you! For I believe in Heaven we 
shall know each other. So long 
—never good-bye. Many thanks 
for every thing. God bless and 
be with you forever! 


“Your brother in Jesus, 
(Signed) “Jack D. West.” 


“P.S. I’m sending the price of 
the book also now. I like the 
book very much.” (The letter had 
enclosed twenty cents for the lit- 
tle booklet, 
Fire, which we had intended to be 
a free gift, but for which he in- 
sisted on paying.) 


We were deeply moved by this 
letter and Miss Walden wrote at 
once some words of comfort and 
joined him in praise that his 
loved ones had been won to Christ 
through his earnest efforts. How- 
ever, her letter got there too late 


The 
Baptist Hebrew Mission 
5872 Cabamme Ave. 
St. Louis 12, Mo. 


A Full Bme Ministry to 
Israel 
Fully Responsible te 


All the Baptist 
Distinctives 


“BRETHREN PRAY 
FOR US” 


The Soul Winner’s. 


and it was returned stamped by 
the post office, “REMOVED; 
PRESENT ADDRESS UN- 
KNOWN.” 


My heart runs over with praise 
as I think of this boy saved be- 
hind prison bars through a pam- 
phlet which cost us one penny to 
print and give away, plus the 
overhead organization and adver- 
tising. Thank God somebody gave 
a bloody-handed sinner the gospel 
in that pamphlet and helped to 
win him to Christ! And now oth- 
ers have been won also and our 
brother, redeemed by the blood, 
made pure and white in the eyes 
of God, has gone to Heaven by 
way of the electric chair! 


Some lessons come to my mind 
concerning this heart-moving in- 
cident: 


1. Let us sow. the gospel beside 
all waters. Suppose it takes a 
thousand copies of this little book- 
let to win one soul. Actually we 
hear from about that proportion 
of readers. About one person for 
every thousand of the booklets 
printed writes to say that he has 
found Christ as his Saviour. I be- 
lieve that many more are saved 
who do not write to tell us about 
it. But about $10.00 worth of 
printing and postage, along with 
the labor involved, is a mighty 
little price to pay for a soul who 
Mwould otherwise have been in 
Hell now for a week! “Let us not 
be weary in well doing: for in 
due season we shall reap,” the 
Scripture says. And those who 
give the money to help and those 
of us who labor and toil and also 
give money can rejoice together 
over such happy conversions as 
this, and can take courage. 


2. Let us rejoice again at the 
thought that the gospel is still the 
power of God unto salvation to 
everyone that believeth. There is 
the dynamite of God in the gospel 
message. Let us never think that 
criminals are people of some alien 
faith or race who cannot be 
reached with the gospel. The gos- 
pel is still God’s only chance at 
the souls of men, when preached 
or written and distributed in the 
power of the Holy Spirit. The 
simple gospel, with simple illus- 
trations, using many Scriptures 
and pressing .for an invitation, is 
still powerful and continues to be 
used of God. 


3. The most abandoned sinners 
can be saved. Let us get away 
from the silly talk that in these 
days only children are saved, and 
that it is impossible to reach hard- 
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ened sinners. This precious inci- 
dent proves again that the gospel 
can supply the need of every hun- 
gry heart, whether rich or poor, 
whether moral or depraved, 
whether an example of virtue or 
an outcast. Thank God for His 
mercy that endures forever! Praise 
God for His grace that is greater 
than al. our sin! ; 

4. Best of all let us ve reminded 
that death is coming for all of us 
‘and that Christ can give peace and 
joy in the midst of any infirmity, 
any distress, any threatened dan- 
ger. 

Here was a boy taken out of or- 
dinary circumstances, a boy with- 
out Christian training, a boy con- 
victed of a major crime and sent to 
the electric chair for his sin. And 
yet, this boy saved in prison, 
learned to pray, learned to rejoice 
in the Bible, learned to turn from 
his known sins, learned even to 
win souls and won his own loved 
ones to the Saviour when they 
came to him to comfort him. This 
boy in prison can rejoice and 
shout “‘O death, where is thy 
sting!’ Oh victory over the grave!” 
Thanks be to God for salvation 
like that! If one reads this who 
is unsaved I plead with you in 
Jesus’ name to trust Christ now 
and be saved and have this Sav- 
iour who can go with you through 
any trouble, any doubt, any dan- 
ger and leave you with peace and 
joy. 

Let us never suppose that the 
gospel in print cannot be used to 
win souls. Many thousands have 
written to tell us they were saved 
through our gospel literature. Last 
year forty-eight said that they 
were saved through sermons in 
The Sword of the Lord alone. We 
should keep on writing, keep on 
having printed and keep on dis- 
tributing the literature. Those of 
you who wish to help may do so 
in earnest prayer, and may send 
gifts for our Free Literature Fund 
if you feel led of God to do so. 
We give away about $2,000.00 
worth of literature each month, 
and we covet your prayers and 
fellowship in this good work. 


J. 
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TONGUES -- 


FANATICAL 


OR SPIRITUAL? 


(Continued frém page 1) 
And if they will learn any thing, 
let them ask their husbands at 
home: for it is a shame for women 
to speak in the church” (I Cor. 
14:34, 35). This rule is very plain, 
it is given in the heart of the dis- 
cussion about tongues and cer- 
tainly must apply to speaking with 
tongues. 


Rule 6. “LET ALL THINGS BE | 
DONE DECENTLY AND IN OR-| 


DER” (I Cor. 14:40). 
praying, and speaking with the 
understanding “that the church 
may receive edifying” (I Cor. 14:5. 
15, 19). According to this, both 
the one who speaks and those who 
hear are to understand what is 
said. (b) Every person who takes 
part in the services is to keep him- 
self under control. “The spirits of 
the prophets are subject to the 
prophets” (I Cor. 14:32). (c) Let 
there be no confusion, for “God is 
not the author of confusion, but of 
peace, as in all churches of the 
saints” (I Cor. 14:33). It never 
honors God for unsaved people 
or ignorant people to think Chris- 
tians are mad or crazy (1 Cor. 
14:23). 

Study those six rules from the 
Bible. No one can deny that those 
Pules are plainiv given in God's 
Word and about the tongues ques- 
tion. Where Christians observe 
these rules, there will be no sham, 
no confusion, no disgrace and no 
trouble over the tongues question. 


I have repeatedly said and say 
again where Christian people fol- 
low these plain commands of God's 
Word I will not be afraid of any 
speaking in tongues they may do. 
If people of other nationalities are 
really given the miraculous gift 
of the Spirit to speak in English 
to my English speaking congrega- 
tion, with a message from God, I 
would be glad for my people to 
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hear it. Or if a foreigner has a 
message from God to give and 
gives it orderly and without con- 
fusion, and some one can inter- 
pret the message so that all of it — 
works out to the edifying of the 
church such, as God has com- 
manded, I would be glad. Or if an 
English speaking missionary is 
given miraculous power of God te 
preach the gospel in Spanish to 
Mexicans so that they understand 
and are saved, as people under- 
stood at Pentecost, I will have no 
objection. If we follow these rules 
of God and all remember that the 
tongues or languages spoken of in 
the Bible were never a jabber, 
that they were relatively less im- 
portant than other gifts and they 
were never given simply to make 
people feel good, then we need not 
be afraid to follow the exhorta- 
tion, “forbid not to speak in 
tongues.” I am not afraid of any- 
thing God Himself gives. But I 
do not want any sham, any artifi- 
cial imitation of Pentecost. 


Modern Tongues Movement 


‘Represents Perverted Carnal 
Corinth, Not 


Spirit - Filled 
Pentecost 


Kindly and prayerfully I have 
led you thus far. I have no ani- 
mosity toward Christian brethren 
who have been misled on this 
question. Many of those who be- 
lieve in the modern tongues move- 
ment are very earnest, prayerful 
and consecrated Christians. Yet 
they are deceived as the Chris- 
tians at Corinth were. I believe 
that you have begun to see that 
the modern tongues movement is 
not what the disciples had at Pen- 
tecost, and in the main is not of 
God. Sometimes carnal Christians 
allow themselves to be deceived 
on this matter because they want 
the praise of men. It is a very na- 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, April 12, 1946 


turai thing that those who speak 
in tongues claim to be baptized 
with the Holy Spirit and often 
claim to be entirely sanctified and 
free from sin. Both are manifesta- 
tions of dependence upon the flesh 
a “holier than thou” attitude. Re- 
member that Paul said that these 


Christians at Corinth were carnal, 
were babes, only able to take milk, 
that they were not spiritual (I 
Cor. 3:1-4). The people led astray 
by the modern tongues movement 
are very much like those led 
astray by the tongues heresy at 
Corinth, rebuked and corrected by 
the apostle Paul. 

Notice the things that were go- 
ing at Corinth as revealed in 
I Corinthians 14 and compare 
them with the services where peo- 
ple claimed to speak in tongues 
Have you been in such services? 
I have a few times and I have 
talked to hundreds of others. I 
find that in the following ways 
Pentecostal people break the plain 
commands of God on the tongues 
question. 


on 


1. There is often great confu- 
sion, a regular bedlam, many peo- 
ple talking at once or praying or 


shouting and often more than one) 


speaking in so-called “tongues.” 
Sometimes there are scenes of in- 


wrong. We have proven fiom the 
Bible that the tongues movement 
wrong. The modern tongues 
movement represents perverted 
carnal Corinth. It does not-repre- 


iS 


Pentecost. 


I am anxious to be understood 
clearly here. I do not mean that 
all Pentecostal people are carnal, 
for certainly they are not. Some 
of the most earnest and devoted 
Christians I know are Pentecostal 
people. I do not even mean that 
Pentecostal people are more car- 
nal than other groups of Chris- 
tians. In fact, they often have more 
self-sacrificing, devoted, separated 
spiritual Christians than churches 
of other denominations. 
mean that Pentecostal people are 
carnal. 


carnal since it is based on fleshly 
feeling and experience more than 
on the Word of God itself. Though 
honest, good people intend to fol- 
low the Bible on this matter, they 
have misinterpreted it and have 
followed a carnal practice similar 
to that followed by the carnal 
group of Christians at Corinth. 


| Back to Pentecost 


describable confusion. Some stand, | 


some sit, some lie on the floor or 
on benches—confusion and disor- 
der. It could not have been worse 
at Corinth. But if only two people 
talk in tongues at once, that is 
confusion and violates the plain 
command of God. 


2. The so-called “tongues” of a 
Pentecostal service usually do not 
edify the church, they give no spe- 
cial revelation from God. Often 
people profess to speak with 
tongues when there is no inter- 
pretation. 


3. They often have more than 
two or three in a service, though 
the Lord said that there shall be 
but two or at the most be three 
and that by course. 

4. Women preachers take a most 
prominent part in the Pentecostal 
movement and often women do 
more talking than the men. I have 
been told by many, many people 
that that is usually true. Certain- 
ly it has been true where I have 
observed. In the Pentecostal Bible 
schools and training schools for 
Christian workers there are usual- 
ly, I think, more young women 
than young men. Aimee Semple 
McPherson had a whole denomi- 
national movement under her 
leadership. Women have a posi- 
tion plainly denied them by the 
Bible. If you enforce the rule given 
by the Holy Spirit, “let your 
women keep silence in the church- 
es,” you will kill the modern 
tongues movement. I have known 
of a number of cases where women 
deserted husband and children, 
saying that they were called to be 
evangelists or to preach the gos- 
pel among Pentecostal people. 
Doubtless, Christian women should 
win souls, should give their testi- 
mony and sing, but they are plain- 
ly forbidden to speak with tongues, 
to teach men or usurp authority 
over men in the church (I Cor. 14 
34, 35: I Tim. 2:12). 


5. Fanaticism of various kinds 


and other false doctrines accom- 
pany the tongues movement al- 
most universally. People are some- 
times taught that they cannot be 
saved except by long seasons of 
prayer and mourning. Dependence 
is put upon feeling and emotion 
rather than on faith based on the 
plain statements of God’s Word. 
Pentecostal people very generally 
confuse salvation and sinless per- 
fection. Some groups who hold to 
the tongues movement teach that 
unless one is living a perfect life 
he is not a Christian. 


They do not have a clear con- 
ception of salvation wholly of 
grace without works and received 
simply by immediate personal 
faith. Often the children of active 
and earnest Pentecostal people are 
exceptionally difficult to win to 
Christ. The company that the 
tongues movement keeps should 
make us suspicious of it. Any 
movement that involves the claim 
of sinless perfection, depends 
largely on women preachers, and 
results in confusion in the church- 


| J have been warning you of the 
| mistakes and dangers of the mod- 
ern tongues movement. Now let 
| me still deal frankly and say that 

that is not our principal danger. 


sent the Christians of Spirit-filled | 


I do not) 


The greatest danger of the church- 
es of God is not a false fire, but no 
fire at all! Iam NOT warning you 
to beware of spiritual gifts, but I 
AM warning you not to let some- 
thing else keep you from the best 
spiritual gifts. Our Pentecostal 
brethren are wrong on some 
things, but we can learn profound 
and blessed lessons from them. 
Beware lest while you try to avoid 
all fanaticism, you also avoid zeal 
and fervor and holy earnestness! 
Christians today sometimes try so 
hard to miss the errors of Corinth 
that they miss the power of Pente- 
cost! 


We do not need to ask for the 
sound of rushing mighty wind or 
the visible tongues of fire sitting 
on us. Certainly we do not need 


I mean the doctrine and|the power to speak in some un- 
practice of talking in tongues is| known language that helps no- 


body, wins nobody, does not edify 
the churches. 


These things were incidentals in 
Bible times and they are inciden- 
tals now. The thing the apostles 
prayed for was the power of the 
Holy Spirit and that power they 
had. I believe in going back to 
Pentecost. By that I mean that we 
can have the same power of the 
Holy Spirit, the same anointing for 
service as they had. We need a 
breath of Heaven upon our min- 
istry. We need a Zeal that is of 
God, an abandon, a Spirit-brought 
compassion, a divine power on qur 
witnessing that New Testament 


Christians had. We need our pray- 
ers answered the same, we need 
our hearts made happy the same as 
Christians in Bible times. Far 
better to have some of the fanati- 
cism of vigorous, young life than 
to have the coldness of spiritual 
death! But if we are filled with the 
Spirit of God and follow His Word 
we will have neither. God knows 
that in our churches is a deadness, 
a powerlessness, a prayerlessness, 
a lovelessness, a joylessness in all 
too many cases, that is just as bad 
heresy as the wildest excesses that 
ever accompanied the tongues 
movement. We must not imitate 
the gifts of the Spirit, but let us 
all confess here and now that we 
must have the presence and power 
and fullness of the Spirit of God, 
if we are to please God atall. We 
need to learn from the good points 
as well as the bad points of the 
people of the Pentecostal and 
tongues movement. Their belief in 
prayer, their efforts to live a sep- 
arated life, their insistence that 
Christians today should live and 
work and be blessed like Chris- 
tians in the Bible should humble 
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our hearts and provoke us to do 
likewise. IF THE GREAT MASS 
OF CURCHES AND CHRISTIANS 
HAD KNOWN AND EXEMPLI- 
FIED THE FULLNESS OF THE 
POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
IN OUR SERVICES AND OUR 
DAILY LIVES, THERE WOULD 
NEVER HAVE BEEN ANY MOD- 
ERN TONGUES MOVEMENT. 
Our heresy of not being filled with 
the Spirit of God in Bible fashion 
made room for Satan to deceive 
many, with the heresy of tongues. 


There is no room for self-right- 
eous complacency. And none of 
us will show the true spirit of 
Christ by hatred and abuse of 
those who have been misled in the 
tongues heresy. Rather let us love 
them, pray for them, and teach 
them. And whenever their. zeal 
and sincerity are more than ours, 
let us confess our lack and give 
honor where honor is due. Let us 
avoid the pitfalls of the tongues 
movement, but let us be filled with 
the Spirit and ‘‘covet earnestly the 
best gifts’ of the Spirit, as God's 
Word commands. 
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